
A Message from Archbishop Pérez 
Announcing the Launch of 

“The Power of Faith and Hope in a Time of Uncertainty:  
A Virtual Lenten Retreat” 

  

“Our Lenten journey has taken an unexpected turn with the worldwide outbreak of the 

Coronavirus (COVID-19). In an effort to impede the spread of the virus and to protect those 

most vulnerable among us, all of us have changed the way that we live. Life as we understand it 

has temporarily changed, but this too shall pass. We are people whose hearts are grounded in 

our faith and in our hope, that is the strength that helps us during this time of uncertainty. 

  

Though we are living out concepts such as isolation, quarantine, and social distancing – as 

believers and followers of Christ we know we are never truly alone and that He is always by our 

side.  It has been a painful, confusing, trying time for all of us, but in Christ and His triumph over 

the cross there is hope.  Until we can safely be together again physically, we can pray together in 

spirit. 

  

I am overjoyed to announce a new Lenten initiative, “The Power of Faith and Hope in a Time of 

Uncertainty: A Virtual Lenten Retreat.” Beginning Monday, March 30th I will share a video each 

night at 7:00 p.m. via my Facebook page. The series will extend to Palm Sunday and will include 

dynamic presenters from across our Archdiocese who will bring Catholic Families closer to Christ 

through scripture, reflection, and prayer. Six of the videos will be in English and American Sign 

Language and one will be in Spanish.  

  

Please consider participating in this upcoming Lenten Video Retreat. Give this gift of hope to 

yourself.  Christ is hope and through Him we’re a people of hope.  I’m praying for you during this 

time of uncertainty.”  

  

+Nelson J. Pérez 

Archbishop of Philadelphia 
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